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This is Diana Parnicza and I'm continuing with my interviews of 
Appalachian Caregivers. This is June the 13th, 1989, and I'm 
doing Interview A on Caregiver ~13. Now, what I want to do, and 
this won't take long, is first of all, I want to ask you some 
questions about him, because I'm doing this, filling out this form 
just to see right off how much care he needs. So uh ... what is 
his diagnosis. Did he have a stroke? 
CG: Well, they claimed uh, when he first struck down, they 
claimed ... the doctor told me that he had a viral flu; he laid 
for I don't know how long before he told me that and he said uh, uh 
when he did te ll me, he said he had a vira l flu, but I don't know 
what kind, and I brought him home. His legs were drawed. 
DP: He didn't say anything about having a stroke or anything? 
CG: No, he never, but a lot of the nurses said after that 
he'd had a stroke. 
DP: Okay. Now he ... does he know when you're around? Does he 
try to talk, or does he .... can you ... if you tell him to move an 
arm, can he do that or something? 
CG: He used to before he had that trach put in there he used to could 
DP: 
CG: 
talk a little bit. (okay) Now he knows when I'm talking to; he 
turns his head, from one side of the bed when I'm bathing 
him h e turns it, when I'm used to holding him; I'm not ... I'm not d 




Okay, now, does he get any kind of shots? 
(shots, mmm-hmm, shots in his arm or anything?) 
gets a Vitamin 8-12 once month. 
He 
DP: He goes once a month, okay. 
CG: That's all the kind of shot he gets. 
DP: And he does take pills and stuff, right? 




Okay. Does he get out of the bed at all? 
Leslie and I help get him into the wheelchair. It takes two perso 
hold his feet and crank him down for her. 
Okay. 
(yeah). 
But you all can get him up in a wheelchair. 
Okay . Let' s s ee, but you have to give him a bath; 
I mean, unless he does, he does not ... 
CG: He has to have a bath; he don't help hi sself a thing .... same 
thing as taking care of a little baby. 
DP: Same with his tube, you've got a feed him with that, 
CG: 
and he doesn't control his bowels, doe s he? (no) And he has a 
Foley catheter. (un - huh, yeah) Now, he does have dressings; he 
has that one around his tube, he has that one around his trach 
(mmm-hmm) and what about that sore? 
that? 
Yeah, he has uh, duoderm on it. (okay) 
Does he have a dr e ssing on 
I brought him home, 
he had one on hi s heel for the .... when I . .. I had him ... the trach pu 
They let him lay there and they got to the bone . I take him 
back. It . .. it just came back a little bit like this; it's healed 
a n awful l ot now . 
DP: We . . . but u s ing tha t Duoderm (mmm - hmm). 
CG: I s t a rted u s in' on it just a s soo n as I got him home. 
DP: And you do have to suction him .. . 




DP: Does he use oxygen any? 
CG: 
DP: 
We 11, uh, I have nothing really here to use oxygen with. 
They said if I needed it, they'd bring it out. (okay) I don't 
have the right kind of thing to hook up over the trach. 
Okay. He seems to breathe okay with you ... okay, 
to ask you some questions about family, and 
now, I want 
I. .. I probably 
shouldn't say this, but I do, these questions are really kind of 
silly, I think and everybody I've asked them to, thinks they're 
silly too. But I have to ask them. And ... what they are is, 
they're sentences, and you just tell me if they're true or 
false. Now you can r ead this yourself and do it, but most of the 
people want me to read them off and tell them. 
CG: I rather you just read it, because I ain't got that good of 
a education. 
DP: Okay. Un, and like I say, some of these ... if you don't 
understand 'em, ask me, I'll try to explain them; some of them 
I'm not too sure myself. But we really kind of ... yo u know ... [CG 
coughs]. Now this is about the family, and you've told me a 
little bit about your family. These things that I ask you about 
the family, who will you be thinking of as your family, like your 
ex-daughter-in-law (yes, maam) and what about your son? 
CG: Well, my son, any more, he don't . .. I feel that he don't care 
about me . I'll just put it plain. 
DP: Okay. So that's pretty much ... do you have any brothers or 
sisters? Or does he have any brothers or sisters? 
CG: He has one brother left and he's older than he is. He's had 
a light stroke. He' s not bed fast yet (but he's sick). He's 
about 86 or 8 .... I don't know what it is, 86 or 87 his birthday. 
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DP: And what about you, do you have any brothers or sisters? 
CG: Well, I have uh ... two sisters left. One I don't know 
exactly where she's at, and I have one brother and he has heart 
trouble. I lost two brothers in December; a brother and a sister 
less than two days apart, when my oldest brother's ... my 
younger ... baby brother's Wade Ross, my sister's just 13 months 
older than I am, she died . She ... she died .... she ... she lay 
corpse. She passed away, before we could get back from the wake 
(oh) I knowd she'd be gone. 
DP: Was she sick any? 
CG: She had cancer. (ah ... ) Lung cancer. 





She did ... she did; she didn't live too long. After they 
found out she had it. But she really had been sick a long time, 
but nobody seemed to realize it what was wrong with her. I 
knowed she was s ick. 
Okay, so basically you're just looking at you and your ex-
daughter-in-law? 
That's all the help I got, 
else. 
and ain't no use to depend on nobody 
Okay. Family member s .. . now these are just where you say 
true or false. 
another. 
Family members really help and support one 
CG: Non e , except for my grandchildren and Linda. 
DP: Okay. Family members often keep their feelings to 
themselves. 





We fight alot in our family. 
Well, my son has had some words . 
Okay. 
family. 
We don't do things on our own very often 
CG: Ah .. I don't know how to answer that. 
in our 
DP: Do you pretty much do things ... do you do things .... do you 
things by yourself and then your daughter-in-law does things by 
herself, or do you all do pretty much everything together? 
CG: Well, we do a lot of things together. 
DP: Okay. We feel that it is important to be the best at 
whatever you do. 
CG: Well, I try. 
DP: We often talk about political and soc ial problems. 






We spend most weekends and evenings at home. 
I spend all of my at home. [laughter] 
Family members attend church or Sunday School. 
Well, Linda and the grandchildren does. 
They do? 
CG: I don't know about Charles. I don't know what he's doing . 
DP: And you can't get out of the house can you? 
CG: No. 
DP: Does Sunday School or church co me here any? 
CG: Oh, no. They don't co me ... they don't even call to see about 
us. The church I belong to ... they ... they'll call my sister out he 
something and then she'll have to call ... (and call you?) Yeah. 
That makes me mad . 
to talk to anybody. 
(yeah) 
(yeah) 
I said, I could take a few minutes 
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DP: Activities in our family are pretty carefully planned. When 
ever you do anything, do you plan it, say I'm gonna do it this 
time or that time or? Does it ... or do you just do things? 
CG: Well, I just do whatever I gotta do. 
DP: Family members are rarely ordered around. 
CG: No. (you all don't tell each other what to do?) No, I 
don't tell her what to do and she don't tell me what to do. 
DP: We often seem to be killing time at home. Do you seem 
• 
sometimes to have nothing to do and just sit around and kill time? 
CG: No, I don't have time to sit [laughter] .... I wished I did 
have time to sit around or lay down. 
DP: We say anything we want to around home. 
CG: Well, [inaudible] ... 
DP: Family members rarely become openly angry. 
CG: No. 
him. 
(so, you all don't really ... ) I've got to go check on 
DP: Okay. [footsteps]. Has he always had lot of that stuff 
coming out, or has that just started? 
CG: No, he always had a lot of that . I've got to get some 
water. I'm boiling water for his trach. 
DP: Making it sterile? (mmm-hmm) I like that picture of you 
two. 
CG: Well, Leslie's sister had taken that picture. And my 
niece took it and had it enlarged. 
DP: Oh, well, that's nice. Okay. In our family we are strongly 
encouraged to be independent. 
CG: Yeah. 
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DP: Getting ahead in life is very important in our family. 
CG: Mmm-hmm. 




Okay. This is a funny one. 
or concerts. 
We rarely go to lectures, plays 
CG: [inaudible] [laughter] 
DP: We don't say prayers in our family. 
CG: Yes. (you do say prayers?) Yes. 
DP: Okay. We are generally very neat and orderly. 
CG: Yes. 
DP: Okay. There are very few rules to follow in our family. 
CG: I don't know the meaning of that. 
DP: Um ... like if it ... do you have rules that people have to 
fol ... follow, like, let me think, like if people would only come 
over at this time, or we have dinner at this time, or when you do 
this, you have to do it this way and things like that. (no) 
It's pretty much do it however. 
we do at home. 
We put a lot of energy into what 
CG: Yep. (you have to don't you?) Yeah. 
DP: It's hard to blow off steam at 
somebody. 
home without upsetting 
CG: Yep. 
DP: Family members sometimes gets so angry they throw things. 
CG: Yeah, I have had some to do that. 
DP: Okay. Basically, your son? 
CG: Oh, yeah. 
DP: We think things out for ourselves in our family. If you've 
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got a problem, do you think it out within yourself, or do you 
talk to someone? 
CG: I think it out for myself. 
DP: Okay . 
CG: If I say a word to anybody, it has to be confident. 
DP: Yeah. There's only probably certain people that you can 
CG: There's only one certain person I can talk to about it. 
DP: Let's see; how much money a person makes is not very 
important to us. Is money important? I mean, how much other 
people make and stuff? 
CG: No, what somebody el s e's got, don't bother me. 
DP: Learning about new and different things is very important in 
our family. 
CG: Yeah, I have a grandson that s ays he wants to go to co 17 ege. 
He keeps his nose to the grindstone. 
time. 
He reads a book all 
DP: That's great. How old is he? 
CG: He's 17. (oh, my good ... oh, that's great!) 
DP: Nobody in our family is active in sports, little league, or 
bowling. You all ... do they go out and .. 
CG: No , I'm wrong ... he'll be 17 his birthday. 
OP: 
CG: 
Oka y. Are they into sports and stuff? 
No, Linda don't have no way to take 'em to sport s . 
love sports. 
They 
OP: We often talk about the religious meaning of Christmas, 




DP: It's often hard to find things when you need them in our 
household. Are things hard to find around here or do you pretty 
CG: 
much know where they are. 
No, I can go exactly myself, if ... if get and pick 'em up. 
else probably couldn't. 
DP: There is one family member who makes most of the decisions. 
CG: Yes. 
DP: There is a feeling of togetherness in our family. 
CG: Well, I feel together with Linda and my three grandchildren, 
Somebod 
but uh . .. Charles , I don't know, he's going to have to build on my 
confidence back up before I feel together with him. 
DP: We te ll each other about our per s onal problems. 
CG: Yeah, 
DP: ' Family members hardly ever lose t heir tempers. 
CG: No. 
DP: Let's see. We come and go as we want to in our family. 
CG: Yeah. 
DP: But you can't, can you? 
CG: There ain't nobody here but me. [laughter] 
DP: We belie ve in competition and may the best man win. 
CG: Yeah . 
DP: We are not that interested in cultural activities, which 
means going to plays and concert s and things like that. 
CG: No. 
DP: We often go to mo v ies, s ports or camping . 
CG: No. 
DP: We don't believe in heaven or hell. 
CG: I believe in Heav en , yes. I believe in hell. 
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DP: Being on time is very important in our family. 
CG: Yeah. 
DP: There is set ways of doing things at home. 
(yeah) Do you have a certain way you do things? 
CG: Yes, maam. 
DP: We rarely volunteer when something has to be done at home. 
What about Linda, i s 
good to volunteer and 
she good, when you say, I need this, 
say, I' 17 help you and stuff? 
CG: [inaudible] 





moment, we often just pick up and go. 
(You can't, can you?) No . 
Family members often criticize each other. 
NO. 
There is very little privacy in our family. 
like you have some privacy, or not? 
Do you feel 
is she 
CG: Yeah, I have privacy, but most times there ain't no one here 
but me .... [laughter] 
DP: We always strive to do things just a little better the next 
time. 




We rarely have intellectual 
No. I don't know what that 
discussions. 
mean s , but I'm gonna say no. 
It's like ... talking about political things, and s_o_c i al 
things, like that. 
DP: Everyone in our hobby .... everyone in our family has a hobby 
or two. Do you have a hobby? 
1 0 
CG: Well, I love to quilt, but I ain't quilted none for 
I say I haven't quilted since he's been like he is. (yeah). 
pieced now for ... I had an made some pretty quilts. 
DP: Oh, I bet it is. (it's beautiful). Family members have 
strict ideas of about what is right and wrong. 
CG: [inaudible] 
DP: People change their minds often in our family. 
CG: Yeah. 
DP: There's a strong emphasis on following rules in our family. 
CG: Yeah. 
DP: Family members really back each other up. 
CG: Yeah. (you pretty supportive of Linda and Linda's 
pretty supportive of you?) [no answer] 
DP: Someone usually gets upset if you complain in our family. 
CG: Well, it's not Linda and them, but they's some of them does 
if you say a word. 
DP: Okay. Family members sometimes hit each other. 
CG: (has that happened before?) Well ... no. 
DP: Okay. Family members almost always rely on themselves when 
a problem comes up. Do you pretty much, if you have a problem, 
keep it to yourself, or do you ... 
CG: Keep it to myself. 
DP: Family members rarely worry about job promotions, 
grades and stuff. 
school 
CG: (a lot of these don't make sense to you, I know) ... (I mean, 
they don't relate to you, you're not worried about school or a 
job) well, I don't have nobody in school, except grandchildren. 
DP: Are they ... is school pretty important to them? 
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CG: Well, he wants to go to college. 
DP: Well, with your son, he's ... or your grandson. 
DP: Okay. Um ... someone in our family plays a musical 
instrument. 
CG: Yeah, my grandson played some in the band (oh) in 
school, and Curtis did play in the band. He wanted to keep it up 
but Linda couldn't afford the payments for long and she didn't 
have no way to get him there. 
DP: Family members are not very involved 
activities outside work or school. 
CG: No. 
in recreational 
DP: We believe there are some things you just have to take on 
faith. 
CG: Yep. 
DP : Family members make sure their rooms are neat. 
CG: Yeah. 
DP: Everyone has an equal say in family decisions. 
CG: (you're the only one) ... yeah. 
DP: There is very little group spirit in our family. 
CG: (seems like you and Linda pretty much are helpful with each 
other). Me and Linda does just fine. 
DP: Mon .. . money and paying bills is openly talked about in our 
DP: 
family. Do you talk about your money and bills you gotta pay and 
s tuff with Linda? [reply inaudible] 
If there is a disagreement in our family, 
smooth things over and keep the peace. 
we try hard to 
CG: Well, there's not very many disagreements here. 
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DP: Family members strongly encourage each other to stand up for 
their rights. 
CG: Yeah. 
DP: In our family, we don't try that hard to succeed. 
CG: Well, some .... uh, I always try to [inaudible] ... I don't know 
hardly how to answer that. 
DP: And family members often go to the library. 
CG: Yeah. My grandchildren goes to the library. 
DP: Okay. Uh, family members sometimes attend courses or take 
lessons outside of school. They don't sound like they do. 
CG: No, they never have. 
DP: Just a few more. In our family, each person has different 
ideas about what is right and wrong. 
CG: Yeah. 
DP: Each person's duties are clearly defined in our family. 
CG: Yeah. 
DP: We can do whatever we want to in our family. 
CG: Yeah. 
DP: We really get a long well with each other. 
CG: Yeah. 
DP: We are usually careful about what we say to each other. 
CG: Yeah. 
DP: Family members often try to outdo each other. 
CG: No. 
DP: It's hard to be by yourself without hurting someone's 
feelings. You're by yourself .. 
CG: Well, there ain't nobody's feeling I'm going to hurt. 
DP: Yeah, I was gonna say, I guess if you wanted to tell Linda 
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not to come over, you wanted to be by yourself, but that don't 
make sense cause you're by yourself . . . anyway, all the time. 
DP: Uh, work before play is the rule in our family. 
CG: Yeah. 
DP: Watching t.v. is more important than reading in our family. 
CG: It ain't to me [laughter] but I don't know what the others 
do . 
DP : Okay, 
t.v. 
you think readtng is just as important as watching 
(yeah). 
DP: Family members go out a lot. 
CG: No. 
DP: The Bible is a very important book in our home. 
CG: Yes. 
DP: Money is not handled very carefully in our family. 
CG: [inaudible] 
DP: Rules are pretty inflexi ble in our household. Which means 
uh ... you may have rule to do things a certain way, but if no one 
does it, or if you do it another way, or whatever, it doesn't 
make a whole lot of difference. 
CG: Well, [laughs] I don't ... if they don't . .. if somebody else 
does it, and they don't do it the same way I do, fine with me . 
DP: There i s pretty of time and attention for everyone in our 
family. 
CG: Yeah. 
DP: There are a lot of spontaneous di sc ussions in our family. 
That means, .like when Linda comes over, do you all just sit down 
and talk about anything and ... 
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CG: We do and if we got ti me and if we don't, I usu a 11 y lay down 
sometimes. 
DP: Okay. In our family, we believe you don't ever get anywhere 




We are not really encouraged to speak up for ourselves 
our family. 
Well, I never was when we were growing up but as I 
in 
grow 
older, I learned you got to speak up yourself. [laughter] 
DP: Family members are often compared with others as to how well 
they are doing at work or school. 
CG: Yeah, that's the way some people compares 'em. 
DP: Let's see ... family members really like music and art. 
CG: I think the grandchildren all like the art and music both. 
DP: Our main form of intertainment is watching t.v. or listening 
to the radio. 
CG: Un-huh. 
DP: Family members 
punished. 
CG: Un-huh. 
believe that if you sin, you will 
DP: Dishes are usually done immediately after eating. 
CG: Un-huh. 
DP: You can't get away with much in our family. 
CG: Un-huh. 
be 
DP: Okay. Now, I just need to ask you these few questions about 
yourself and then I'll be through, okay? 
DP: Okay. How old are you? 
CG: Sixty-two years old. 
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DP: And you're married (yes, maam) . And this is your husband? 
(yes, maam) And you all have a certain kind of religion? 
CG: Protestant. 
DP: Okay. Now, have you stayed at home all your life? Or have 
you ever worked outside or anywhere? 
CG: Never worked outside of the home nowhere. 
DP: 
CG: 
How far did you go in school? 
Wel 1, I got to the 5th grade. (and then you just stayed 
home and helped out around the house and stuff?) Well, my mother 
had had a s troke and so ... (oh) and she was down for about 50 
years. It was betwi x t us three girls to take care of her 
and of course when I was growing up I would get so hoarse I 
couldn't talk ever winter. (bronchitis or .. . ) I don't 
know what it was. 
nothing to 
Cause we was mighty poor and didn't have 
DP: You was born around here? 
CG: I was born in Yaw key. 
DP: Okay. And Mr. Priestley, he wa s born around here. (un-huh) 
How did you all meet? 
CG: Well, we moved to Ely and then I u s ed to hire out. And then 
I was staying at a place and he met me at that place. v.Je s tarted 
dating a nd it was thr e e or four year before we married. 
DP: You said you used to hire out, you mean, you'd go into other 
home s and clean for ' e m and stuff like that? 
CG: And if they was gonna ha v e a baby, I'd go in there and stay 
and do their work and take care of their children. 
DP: And that was up near where, Yawkey? 
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CG: No, we lived upon Eli then (okay). And then we moved to 
[inaudible] ... Branch. And we didn't own no property and 
Poppy didn't own no land. We moved and we farmed. We raised tobac 
DP: Well, if you had to care for your mother who had a stroke, 
then you're pretty much ... 
CG: Oh, I've taken care of his mother for 15 years ... his mother 
and dad for 15 years. 
DP: They got sick, too and you took care of them? 
CG: Right after we got married. 
both down. (and let' s see, 
(oh, my goodness) 






huh. (and you have your son that's living?) Un-huh. 
Okay. Let's see ... what about uh ... we were talking about he 
draws his social_ security ... 
He's not drawed social security, honey, he draws that 
SSI. 
Okay, that supplement, right? But how much is it a month? 
How much is it a month you all bring in? Is it about $500, a 
thousand, (no, it's not no thousand, honey, he only get's $500 
and 51 dollars and they raised 20 ... about 10 more dollars, but 
they been raising a little bit on it each year. 
DP: Un-huh, so he gets about $560 a month? 
CG: No, uh, five fifty one, I think, or' 52, I don't know ... I 
can't remembe r. 
DP: So that's all you all've got to live on. 
CG: That's all we've got to live on. Every penny. 
DP: Did h e work any where or did he farm? 
CG: He farmed here ... he stayed here and taken care of this farm. 
He came home when his mom and dad got sick. 
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DP: And so, he doesn't get retirement from anyplace does he? 
CG: No, he just got two quarters paid in. Where he took care of 
them 15 years (oh, gosh) And a lot of that was ... 
DP: That's all you've done then, most of your life, isn't it? 
Your mother and his parents and now him. 
CG: Well, on top of that I went and helped take care of his 
sister. I'd go and spend like from uh ... from uh, like on 
Thursday nights and stay till Monday morning. 






Well, she got down till she couldn't get around. She 
couldn't stay by herself. Then she finally got bedfast, cause 
broke her hip. And I went and helped 'em with her as long as I 
could. Then they put her in a 
day they put her in a nursing 
nursing home. She just lived from 
home, till 20 minutes till 5 on 
Friday. If they'd went ahead and kept her at home, I'd went 
ahead and helped ... I just went on stayed down there. 
But they wanted to put her in a nursing home? 
Yeah, his wife said she couldn't take care of her, so 
she ... she wouldn't help take care of her mother, then. You see, 
she'd go down to her mother's and I'd go out ... over ... I'd go down 
there on Thursday evenings and 
uh ... then I'd come back. 
I'd stay till 
What about you? Do you hav e any health problems? 
Monday. 
Do you 
have problems with blood pressure and you're diabetic? 
Yeah, I'm a diabetic and high blood pressure. And back last 
uh, September I felt like I had a kidney stone. (oh, 
And 
my 




I had something going on in one of my kidney's and was going to 
have to have a biopsy. I'm a losing too much protein in 24 
hours. (yeah, yeah). And uh, we77, uh he said he was gonna do 
the biopsy but the last time I went he ... he's was gonna start do 
all the tests over, but he didn't any more about it. 
What about ... do you have a car, do you drive? 
No. No. 
[end of side 1 - interview A] 
CG: .... stays with him. 





No, I have to get somebody else to take me to the doctor. 
She has to stay with him. 
Okay. 
Well, 
Who do you usually get to take you? 
her sister's been taking her car and taking me here 
lately, but before that I got a neighbor out here to take me. 
Okay. But then, to get groceries and stuff, Linda goes ... 
CG: Linda gets the groceries herself. 
DP: Okay. How long have you been taking care of your husband? 
I mean ... 
CG: Well, this is start .... this is already startin' on the fifth 
year. I mean, in the bed. I had to watch him about two years 
before he got .... like he is now. He had hardening of the 
arteries and going to his brains. (and so he'd get confused?) 
Dr. Smith told me I had to keep a close watch on him, not let him 
get off somewhere and get turned around and not know where he's 
at and it'd be hard to tell when we'd find him. Hard telling 
where he'd w~nder off to. 
DP: How many hours would you say you spend a day caring for him? 
1 9 
CG: I expect about .... I expect that it's just about a 
couple ... you've asked me a question now that I've never 
figured up ... I just go and do it. [laughter] 
DP: Sounds like to me it's just an every day and night, just all 
the time. 
CG: It is. It's day and night. 
on his trach. 
[end of interview a] 
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It is July 1st and I will be ... I'm now starting with Interv 
on Caregiver ~13. Okay ... I just need to ask you a few questions. 
And like I say, you've already told me a lot of things, but I 
just wanted to go through 'em again. I'm gonna ask you about 
the ... all the kinds of help you get. And this first question I'm 
gonna ask you, 
comes to mind. 
I just want you to tell me the first thing that 
How do you manage caring for your husband? How 
do you manage taking care of him? 
Because of my love for him and he'd do the same for me. 
Okay. 
help 
Now ... uh ... okay, this is about the different kinds of 
you get. You've got to take care of him physically, 
you've got a nurse that comes in once a month? 
She'll come ever two weeks on count of the home help nurse 
so 
comes ah, (the 8th?) Yeah, she'll remain comin' ever two weeks, 
the other one will on count of that ... 
DP: Okay, so the nurse comes every two weeks and checks him and 
then one of those visits she changes his catheter. 
CG: Yeah, on one of those she'll change his catheter. 
DP: Now, you have an aide and she comes out ... 
CG: She comes four days a week. Week after next she told me 
she'd be startin' to come out five days since next week she'll be 
a little vacation. She's off for the fourth and she works Monday, 
DP: Okay. And she helps you give him his bath. 
CG: She does all the bath; I don't do it; I just help her hold 
... (okay, and gets him up in the chair and makes the bed and stuff, 
for about an hour and 45 minutes. 




she just sits here? 
No she just sits down and waits, cause all of her other 
patients live so far away, 
[laughter] 
she'd never get back (yeah_) 
Okay. um ... now, the days that she doesn't come and give 
him a bath, you give him a bath by yourself. (yeah) And every 
day you clea n his trach and (yes I do) and you clean his stomach, 
too (yes, I do). Now, the nurses take care of that sore on his 
heel or the aide or the nurse. 
CG: Well ... I help her, but if it needs to be dressed, I'll dress 
i t . 
DP: Okay. Okay. I think that's pretty much every one 
that ... that helps you take care of him. Now, helps you as far as 
going to the grocery, that's your ex - daughter-in-law, right? (my 
ex-daughter-in-law) she goes to the grocery for you? (un-huh) 
You don't go; she goes for you. Unh .... doing the laundry? 
CG: She does (she does your laundry for you). Now, as 
CG: 
DP: 
she ... like you say, she fixes your supper? (yeah) You fix your 
own breakfast and lunch, 
huh). And ... he eats. 
the house or something, 
but she fixes your supper for you (unh-
Uh ... if you need something fixed around 
do you have someone you can call for 
that? Or do you do it yourself? 
Ah, a lot of things I do myself. My son, he just says, wait 
till I get time, but he never gets time. 
Okay. Or you just have to let it go then. 
CG: Well, my grandson had taken the sink lose in yonder, it was 
leaking down around it ... he'd taken it lose 
and fixed it, so ... [laughs] So, he done a pretty good job. 
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DP: Okay. So your grandkids might. But they don't help you 
with his bath or anything? (un - huh) 
CG: They will help me get him out here when I ask them. 
DP: Yeah. But they ... but you ... but your ex-daughter-in-law 
helps you, she does your laundry, she cooks your one meal a day, 
she goes to the grocery for you, and now, if you've got to go to 
the doctor, she stays here with him and you get a neighbor to 
take you to the doctor? (unh-huh) What about going to the drug 
store, like she'll go to the drugstore ... (she goes to the 
drugstore) she went last night to get his medicine? 
CG: Well, s he sent it on by her s i ster, cause she was halfway 
DP: 
CG: 
there. She's clean over ... see , she's almost to Sout h 
Charleston (mmmh). 
Okay. 
So, she just sent her on to pick it up. 
to me. 
She drops it st raight rig 
DP: And ... as far as anything else around the house, you do all 
that yourself. 
CG: No, not all of it. Loretta does some dustin' and ... and 
Linda helps ... 
DP: Now who's that? Your grandkids? 
CG: My granddaughter. 
DP: Your granddaughter, okay. So they help you clean and stuff 
iike that. Um .. . you don't pay anyone to come and help you do 
anything, do you? (I can't afford it, honey) Medic are takes care 
aide, takes care of the nurse. What about all of the dressing, 




I have ... well, so far, they pay so far on that. They've 
taken uh, 
buy that. 
that I cut around ... the feeding tube, I have to 
(okay, that dressing you buy yourself). And uh, I 
change it of the night and if I don't get another new trach, then 
I can't do that because it'd run out before the month runs out. Th 
things that I've taken, 
cut around there. 
they're already pre-cut with the place 
So Medicar•e will only pay .... buy so much a month. (mmm-hmm) 
But they buy formula (they buy his formula and they pay for his 
diapers) and .... so many dressings a month, and diapers, okay. 
CG: Well, they only pay for the trachs, they don't ... they don't 




Okay, for his tube and stuff. Duoderm, Medicare they . .. 
No, 
yeah, 
sir, they ... I furnish the ... (you pay for the Duoderm) 
they said you couldn't get no more on a medical card, 
theys one of the nurses say they know better. 
Uh ... now, what about his bed, and the wheelchair and the 
lift? Medicare? 
but 
CG: It's ... it's .... I've got it rented and they've done stopped 
paying on it and the one's it come from, and said, when he was 
through with it, no longer ... when he gets ... when I don't need it 
no longer, I'll call them and they'll come back and get it. 
DP: Okay. Okay, so that ... I was trying to think if there is 
anybody else or anything else that you can think of that helps 
you any way? You've got Medicare that helps you pay some of the 
bills. What about when he goes to the doctor and stuff; 
Medicare ... do you have a Medicaid ... are you on Medicaid, too? 
CG: Yeah, well, he uh ... he gets one through the ... well, you see, 
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he draws is a SSI. (okay, so he's got a card) Yeah, and then 
he's got a ... they ... he got the blue and white stripped card, too. 
DP: Okay. Um .... can you think of anybody else or anything else 
that helps? 
CG: Well, honey, there's nothing else that helps me. (okay) 
DP: Now ... what about emotionally? What about if you ever feel 
sad or worry or anything like that, is there anyone you can talk 
to? Is there anything .... any reading you do, or it's ... anything 
that helps you that way? 
CG: Well, I just take it to the Lord. 
DP: Okay. And talk to him about it . What about if you had any 
problems, can you talk to your daughter-in - law? 
CG: I can talk to my daughter-in-law about everything. 
Her .... the ... the one in Charleston. 
(ok a y) 
DP: But you basically, you just go to the Lord and talk to him 
about it and that helps . Okay. Let's see ... and so your e x -
daughter-in-law's about in here every day, 
Helping you, well she is when she brings .. . 
isn't she? (mmm- hmm) 
CG: Well, she is .. . I can call her and ... and just as soon as she 
DP: 




Ok a y, do this for' me. Tell me what you do all day 
from the time you get up, about what time do you get up in 
morning ? Just uh .. . I know it varies, but ju s t ... on the 
average, u s ually ... 
CG: Well, I usually try to get up about 6:00 and put his patch 
on. (okay) And sometimes I lay back down then, unless I'm gonna 
sterili z e catheters and things like that, so the house won't get so 
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I've had a real rough night, I'll go ahead and lay back down for 
till about 7:30, or 8:00, then I'll get up and then goes on ... 
DP: Okay, now talking about sterilize his catheters; those are 
the catheters used as suction. (mmm-hmm) You sterilize 
them here, in water and use them again? 
CG: Un-huh. 
DP: Okay. 




the truth, they just irritate his throat. They sent me some of 
the least little things, but they're so little. [talking in 
background. (okay, and they ... ) And I just called and told them. 
I said, you charged me for red rubber suction catheters and ... and 
said you charged me for them and here I'm a paying for red rubber 
suction catheters and you ... you sent me them plastic things. 
(Medicare doesn't pay for those red rubber catheters?) Well, 
they've been a paying for them so far; I'm not sure they're gonna 
pay, I don't know, they make commence to some changes. 
But you use them over again anyway, you sterilize them over. 
Yeah, I sterilize them. If I didn't, uh, 
furnished me, they would last ah, a week. 
okay). 
what all they 
(yeah, yeah, 
So ... okay, so they only give you so much a month. (mmm-hmm) 
Okay, now. So, you know, if you sterilize 'em, you get on up and 
you boil 'em and sterilize 'em. If not, you go back in the bed 
till about 7:30, and then you'll., .. 
CG: I'll get up and [both talking at once] ... and feed him 
(okay). If I hadn't already fed him, I 'l l feed him. 




I' 77 dress before ... before I fix my breakfast. Then I ' 11 go 
ahead and fix my breakfast and sit down and eat. And then, I 
start with him. I try to get his trach and stuff cleaned by the 
time Leslie comes. 
DP: Okay, she tries to get h e re in the morning? 
CG: Well, sometimes s he can and sometimes she can't. Sometimes 
it'll have to be in the afternoon because she has an awful lot of 
other patients on the other. She likes to have him the last one 
comes real early in the morning, on account s he does all of her 
other patients is closer together ( okay). And this is the 
farthest out. 
DP: So, you ... you get him ready so clean his trach and stuff so 
when Leslie comes, she can go on and bathe him. 
doesn't come on that day, then you spend what, 
But ... if Leslie 
about 2-2 1/2 
hours (2 1/2 Hrs . ) get him cleaned and bathed and bed changed and 
everything. (mmm-hmm) And you don't ... you can't get him up in 
the chair by yourself 
CG: No, but I can hav e .... I have s ome cu s hions I've got laying 
under here, and I get him up over the bed and make it on there. 
DP: Okay , and make it with him up over the bed, okay. 
Uh ... okay, so the n a fter you get him bathed and everything, and 
aft e r you get him clean, what ... what u s ually happens? 
CG: Well, I let him s tay there a little bit, till I think he's 
too tired or if maybe that'll cut his leg too much, then I put 
him back down in the bed. Then I try to sit down and rest a few 
minutes. If.I can. 
DP: What about lunch? Is it about time for lunch? (yeah, and 
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then I got time to change his patch, change that, and I fix 
his eat. 
DP: Okay. And also through all this time, you suction him, 
aren't you? 
CG: Yeah ... 




Well, I done suctioned him about three times this morning 
since I got up. That was before you come. (yeah) 
So ... then what happens after lunch? Okay. 
Well, 
trach. 
it's about the same old thing, with suctioning his 
DP: If Leslie comes, she usually ... it depends, she may be there 
CG: 
and if not, 
Well, if she don't come, she calls me. She tries to call me 
early enough so if she can't make it or I won't have to wait all 
day and let him lay in there all day and then have to go ahead 
and do it anyway. She calls me. 
DP: And so ... if she's here, then the afternoon you help her with 
CG: 
DP: 
Otherwise, you try to get a rest? that. 
Yeah, after she leaves, I lay down and rest if I possible 
can. [laughter] 
Okay. And talk to some people and stuff like that. And 
then af .... with supper your e x-daught e r-in - law comes and you can 
visit with her, her grandkids. Is that about all that comes to 
visit? Does the church people come or neighbors .. . 
CG: Well, they've been ... they've been, the two ... the pastor from 
out here now, he's been here once and ah, one of the deacons has 
been here twice. And since the other pastor, he give up, you 
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know, he'd been 
somebody else take 
down ther·e for so long. 





some ... there's another lady has come and visited him and there's 
another preacher, 
outside of him, 
a young preacher, he' s come to visit him, but 
the other never comes, this one uh, that's out 
there now, he'll just come in here and sit down. He won't even 
go .. .. he won't even go in and see him and say hello. And of 
course, Frankie, he's the Reverend, when he comes, he 
stands next to his bed ... I 
one. And he talks to him. 
stand on one side and he stands on th 
And he'll .... and he'll move his head 
while we're standing there talking. (yeah) And then he has a 
cousin comes, let's see, he don't stay very long. Uh ... he'll go 
in there, he'll talk to him, he'll say, "How's my old buddy?" 
DP: He'll come maybe once a month or a week .... 
CG: Well, sometimes it's about once a month, and sometimes it's 
maybe be ever two weeks he'll come and he'll stay about 5 minutes 
a nd that's as long as he stays. Of course then, he's got another 
cousin, another feller, that come back in the uh ... the same 
feller's brother, him and another feller, they stayed about two 
hours one day. They came in right on me when I was doing a messy 
job (oh). And I. .. I couldn't leave, I just rolled him back over 
and they was knocking on the door. I jerked the bedrail up and I 
just went and said, we 17 , just come on in. Come on in and sit 
down. I knew 
work on him. 
'em. [laughter] So I just went back and went to 
I had to finish him up. I said, "Lord, I hate for 
somebody to come on them days". 
DP: Yeah, but that's 
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CG: I have to give him a laxative--! did give it to him every 
other day. But I've got so that I found out that the way 
started giving it now, it works better than it did the way I 
was a giving it. 
DP: How do you give it now? 
I 
CG: I give it before his breakfast, about every two days, I give him a 
laxative. 
DP: And that keeps his bowels working? 
CG: Well, it'll work sometimes, sometimes it'll work him clean 
up to the ne x t day. 
DP: Okay. So, what about coming to visit you? Does anybody, 
neighbors, friends or relatives, family, come visit you? 
CG: Well, my sister comes up here sometimes and my niece comes 
up to see me, but outside that, that's all. • 
DP: And you don't leave the house except to go to the doctor, do 
you? Any other reason .. or any other time you leave the house? 
CG: 
DP: 
No, except I went to my sister's funeral or something like 
that; that's the only time I get out. 
Okay, so then you have ... you ... so you eat supper, your ex-
daughter-in-law comes and you eat supper and stuff, and then what 
do you u sua lly do at night? Get him ready for bed or ... 
CG: Well, I usually will turn him and feed him. Then I usually 
just uh, a lot of times I watch television. 
DP: Okay, I was gonna ask if there's ... if you like to watch 
t.v. or listen to the radio [both talking at once] ... 
CG: Sometimes uh ... I read. 
DP: What are some things you like to read? Do you like to read 
books or magazines or ... 
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CG: Well, I love magazines and I like to read the Bible a lot 
and ... I do read other books sometimes. 
DP: So, in between a 77 this during the day, you have to 
suet ... you have to go in and suction him (yeah) pretty 
frequently and you got to turn him (yeah) every so often. ( I 
turn him about ever two hours) and then you go to bed and 
sometimes he sleeps through the night and sometimes he doesn't, 
right? 
CG: Sometimes he don't sleep ... you take night before last, now. 
He seemed like his breath was so short ... and he just carried on 
all ... I suctioned his trach--I wasn't gettin nothing out. Well, 
I put up with that as long as I could take it, 
and I 'd have to get back up to check on him, 
and I'd lay down 
and he'd try to 
cough and he was coughing so hard, I told him he needed to try to 
keep that stuff coughed lose. And uh, well, directly I decided I 
was going to turn him on his right side, and when I laid him down 
and turned him on his right side, he went to ... he quit carrying 
on like that so much, and he went on to sleep. 
DP: You know, you talking about that, just made me think, could 
have had a plug [?], sometimes that mucous get's ... but ... his is 
good and lose, which is how you want it .. 
CG: Well, it ain't good and loose sometimes .. 
DP: 
CG: 
Well, he may have had a plug then, and that may have 
obstructed it where he couldn't breathe on that one side, and 
then when you turned him, 
breathe better. 
that helped losen it and he could 
No, he just rolled him up just as far I as could 
roll him up in the bed on his back. It just looked like he was a 
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breathing so hard. And his breath would get short. 
DP: He might have had something there to stop it up a little 
bit. And then when you did turn him, that may have moved it. 
CG: Well, it could have. 
DP: Maybe, but it's hard to tell. Okay, let me see. Uh ... it 
uh ... we talked about everybody that helps you and everything, 
physically with him and emotionally with you and everything. If 
you had to put down the most important help you get with him, 
what would that be? I know it's hard. Lot of people can't do 
it, but .... the one ... the most important help [telephone ringing 
in background]. 
[pause] 
DP: Okay, if you had to ... you know, what's the most important 
person or thing or whatever you think that help that you get, 
that helps you keep him here with you? 
CG: We 17, I'm gonna answer it in two ways. I'm don't know if 
it'll be right or not (okay). With what Linda that helps me and 
the nurses aide. 
DP: Okay, so your ex-daughter-in-law helping you and the aide 
and then the nurses, it's really hard for you to put down which 
... put one that's important. 
CG: Yeah, they're all important, but I just I. .. I just can't say 
one, I '77 say all of them. 
DP: Okay, that's good. Now, can you think of anywhere that you 
could use more help or that you're not getting any help? 
CG: We 11, as fer as myself, I don't get help. 





Okay, so you get no money at all. (nope) Okay, so that 
would be a help, if there was some way you could get some kind of 
money for keeping him here and taking care. 
else, anything else that would help. 
Okay, anything 
Oh, you ... I don't ... you may not ... you were talking about 
how the nurse said you just needed some time, you know, 
needed a vacation , you needed a break, [coughs]. 
Well, talking, that was after I went to 
[inaudible] ... (would you ... I'm sorry, go on) After I went 




I ... she told me what I needed was at least two weeks' rest. And 
she wanted to know if they would ask Dr . Smith if he knew if 
there was some kind of rest home to put him in for two weeks and 
let me do nothing but rest. He told her he didn't know . . . he didn't 
of nary and uh . . . . so I just told her, I'd never put him in a 
nursing home; he was gonna have to come down ... [inaudible]. 
DP: So if ... okay, if he did have the nursing home, that you 
could put him in for two weeks, to give you a break, would you be 
willing to do that or not? 
CG: We 17 , honey, if I do that, they'll stop his check. (okay) 
Cause he's drawing SSI. 
DP: Okay . Okay, SO, umh ... but if they didn't, 
still get ... get your money every month, 
CG: [inaudible-both talking at once]. 
if you could 
DP: ... they would pay for the nursing home, the two weeks in the 
nursing home? Would ... would you be willing to let them do that? 
CG: Well, I might, I don't know. 
DP: Okay, because ... of worrying about him being there and 
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everything. 
CG: Well, worrying about him, I wouldn't get no rest. 
(okay) Cause I wouldn't do nothing but worry about him. 
DP: But do you feel like you could use a rest? Do you feel like 





I could use the rest. (yeah) Of course, I could take him 
right down to my nieces; she told me to just load him up and 
bring him right on, but they'd cut his SSI check off quicker than 
my head swims, 
back on. 
and he probably would ... have trouble a gettin' 
Okay. What if ... how do you feel if someone come in here, 
taking care of him, like the nurse or someone like Leslie, 
knows what they're doing, with the trach and everything, 
that 
and 
lettin' you go somewhere ... would that be ... or you get away for a 
day or something? 
Well, that'd be just fine. Linda comes out here and she 
stays with him, but I never ask her to stay unless I go to the do 
Which she'd come and stay any time I've ask her. 
Which would be the best for you, having someone come here 
and then maybe you could go somewhere for a couple of days or 
taking him somewhere ... or does it make any difference? 
CG: Well, it wouldn't make no difference, but I would ... it would 
have to be somebody that I'd know that I could trust. Like I 
have told Leslie, like when Leslie talks to me so many different 
times. [pause] 
DP: Okay. I was .trying to think ... [pause] .so then basically 
it would be ... I guess that's everything. Uh ... okay, how did you 
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find out about a nurse coming here and an aide coming here? How 
did you even know that they could come here and ... how'd you get 
them to come here and help you? 
CG: Well, when I first brought him home from the hospital, when 
he first struck down, (mmm-hmm) I had a ... a nurse and a nurse's 
aide, come and they bathed him. (where'd they come from?) Well, 
uh, they worked at all the community hospital I reckon. 





and then when they quit, they got in touch with 
and she had to come because he had a catheter. And then 
been a coming and she changed his catheter ever two 
and she said she found out that he didn't 
have ... they ... her patients didn't have half the trouble when 
their catheter was changed ever two weeks. 




Wel 7, they did change it ever two weeks, but ... you mean 
these others? [chimes ringing in background]. (un-huh) We 11 , t 
went one time eight weeks and I went and took him to the 
hospital, the doctor said to me, "How long has it been since his 
catheter's been 
weeks". (oh, my 
didn't like it. 
weeks. (mmmh) 
changed?" And I said, "Wel 7, six 
goodness) He said, "My goodness" . 




So then basically, you got ... found out about the nurses 
from the hospital and then ... [both talking at once] 
Wel 7, when I brought him home, the day I brought him home 
uh, they sent uh, Rita came out here and checked on him, and then 





and looked at him and says, " you all know how to do 
therapist don't you and I never did do no therapy 
on nobody, cause I never did have to. Everybody else could uh, 
walk around me, except my mother, that I had taken care of until 
they got completely, you know, bedfast. (rnrnrn-hrnrn) And ... ! said 
uh, "No, I don't". And he was supposed to come out here and 
worked his legs and got 'em straightened out, but he didn't do 
it. He wouldn't come no more . He made that one trip and that 
was it . 
What about the aide? How did you find out about the aide 
corning? Was that from the nurses too? 
Uh, I ... they come ... they already had a nurses' aide uh, 
corning over here, but there wasn't .. [inaudible] . . . till they 
hired Leslie , and when they hi r ed Leslie, uh, I think Carol's the 
one brought her here, 
years. 
and she's been a cornin' for about three 
Oh, my goodness. She's busy, i s n't she? She's got the 
whole county to herself. 
CG: S he' s got a lot of patients, I would think. 
DP: Yes, I've seen a couple or three othe r s ; I've talked to the 
people, wi v e s a nd s tuff and Les li e c omes there too. Okay, I wa s 
trying to s ee if there wa s anything else. Can you think of 
a nything el se , about the different kind s of help y ou get? 
CG: I told you, all the kind of help I get i s what I get . . . what 
uh, Medicare and Medicaid pays for and .... (and your e x -daughter-
in - law comes here) and my e x -d a ughter-in-law comes in and outside 
that, that's ... that's all. 
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DP: And like you said, if you really had to, you would , if it 
came to a have to, you know, put him in a nursing home. But 
you've got a point there. That check is his, and if he does 
go ... well ... 
CG: Well, they tell me ... you see, I'm 62. They tell me that 
I ... that I could not draw no SSI unless I was total disability. 




He never ... he never . ... never worked enough (oh, that's 
right) to draw social security. 
security. 
I wished we wa s gettin' social 
I guess you would have to get on state or Medicaid, or 
s omething like that. 
No, I ... I haven't. 
Have you ever talked to a social worker? 
I have one that comes here ever so often 
and checks things out. She's the one I showed charged me for 
them red suction catheters, and I took 'em and went and got the 
plastic ones and showed her for it, and charged me for two boxes 
of gloves and they ... they's a charge . .. the other box of gloves, 
they was a chargin' me for the ones that was in with the suction 
catheters. (oh ... she get that straightened out, or did you have 
to do that?) No, I didn't straighten it out, she told me, she 
said, uh, they ... they don't know ... they don't know at the state 
house what they're doing, so I s howed 'em the bill. She called 
and told 'em. She's awful good with 'em. 
DP: Does she just come out here ever few months? 
CG: Well, she comes out here ever so often and checks on him, 
and see hows he's doing, and how I'm a doing. 
DP: She ... she might, next time she comes out here, you may have 
to talk to her, but she might be someone you could talk to about 
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CG: 
money and see what else is available. 
happens to him. 
Especially if something 
Well, if something happens to him, I don't know if I can't 
get on SS I, I don't know. 
[end of side 2) 
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(yeah, that's what needs to be .... ) 
[side 1-Interview CJ 
This is Diana Parnicza. It is July the 8th, and I'm doing 
Interview C with Caregiver U13 . Okay, you know, thi s will be 
my last visit, and all I'm wanting to do today is just go over 
some things and make sure I've got everything right. (okay) You 
were born here in Lincoln County. And ... you pretty much have 
been taking care of sick people most of your life . (mmm-hmm) 
You ... you . and when you were in about the 5th grade, you 
started taking care of your mother, who had had a stroke. 
CG: Well, I started taking care before the 4th and 5th grade. 
We were taking care of her when we wasn't 12 years old. And then 
my older .... my sis ter was 13 months older than I was. 





Yeah, and then she'd get up and able to help do things. She'd take 
sick spells and we had to do the work. [coughs] 
went on then, 
to hirin' out. 
and after I got in the 5th grade, 
Okay, so you worked your way a couple of years, 
And then ah, 
I quit and went 
you hired 
out a couple of years, 
people's kids or homes. 
[both talking at once] 





Un-huh, and there was three of us at 
And then there was 3 of us girls at home and bet 
Uh, while s he be and I st ill remained hired 
out becau se there was 2 ot hers there 
at all times, and when I wasn't hirin' out, I was there . 
Okay. And then you got married. (I got mar·ried and .... ) 
How old were you? 
CG: Twenty-two. 
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DP: Okay. And then were you ... did you still hire out a for a little 
bit when you were married? 
CG: No, we lived out here in a little house right beside Mrs. 
Priestly. And they started to and then they wasn't well so then 
we'd go out there and I'd do my work out there, and do all 
of her work and clean house and help her cook and everything. 
And I'd go back home. They had a son then that was younger 
than Zack and he stayed with them at night. 
And he was here of the night with 'em, so I 'd go back home . 
DP: Okay, but you took care of them for 1 5 years? ( 1 5 years) 
Well, like the wife died at 1 0 years and then ... 
CG: No, Mr. Priestly died ... (okay and then she ... ) And Mrs. 
Priestly lived four years or about five years longer. 
DP: Okay, so for 15 years you took ... and he helps you take care 
of his parents, too, right, because he (mmm-hmm) farmed. 
CG: He farmed and he even sat up at night, too. 
DP: Okay, and so then ... you've had ... you've had two children 
(mmm-hmm). Your daughter ... (she's deceased) okay, and then you 
still have your son. And he's in his 30's, isn't he? (He's in 
his 40's) okay (he's 41 years old). And uh, then about what, 
five years ago, 
the bed, 
four and a half years ago, Mr. Pries tly got in 
CG: Well, he was struc k down 4 and 1/2 years ago, he wa s ... I had 
to watch him about 3 years before that. He got so that the 
doctor told me that I'd have to watch him because he might get 
off and get turned around and not know where he was. Uh, before 
he completely got bedfast, he would walk way over yonder, you may 
40 
DP: 
not know where I'm talkin' about, way over yonder to big 
gate and he'd wanta go further, and he slipped off here 
one day. I was fixin' breakfast and he ... we had an old outside 
toilet, we didn't have no bathroom and if we did have one, he 
wouldn't use it no way. [coughs] So he went off, 
we thought he went to the toilet; I got breakfast ready, and I hall 
and went out there and he wasn't out there. Well, I ate my 
breakfast and thought he went to Charles and Linda's. Well, I 
went out there and he wasn't out there. (scare you) Well, I 
told them, I come back, I started huntin', I went out 
and see if I could find him and I called down to Sharon's; she said 
down there, down with one of the neighbors. So Charles started 
home; I come back to the house and I decided well, I know he 
couldn't have went far so I took the route me and him walked, and 
kept on going and kept on 
going he always talks about going to the old 
homeplace where he was raised. About two miles around the ridge 
over y_onder was where his old homeplace was. And I 
went ... started around the ridge a walkin' and I met him on this 
side of ... this side of it. At old man Lacy's place, and he was 
around through there and I heard somebody. And he always took 
and knocked the weeds down on the road with a stick, watching for 
snakes. And there he come; he went clear around there. 
So he was confused before he got bedfast; 
and would wander around a lot. 
he was confused 
CG: And then he got ... one time, I had uh, I went to Charles' 
place [inaud{ble]. . and he got away from Linda, Tommy came out 
here. Linda might have kept up with him, but Tommy a had a 
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high temperature and she come out here and she helped me in the 
back, and he got away from them and we liked to never found him. 
Charles went down to Welky's and we was fixin' to go through the 
woods and we was gettin' ready to call somebody to help us 
searc h for him. (mmmh) Well, I decided, "well, I'm just gonna 
start around the road here, and I started and looked up at the 
cemetary up there, just his families' up there, and he always 
went there alot and I started up through there; well, I looked both 
directions and uh, directly I looked and seen he'd walked up 
to see the tower pole from the yard (okay). He got 
up to that far ... up around the back, a going back up around the 
road there. And I hollered at him; and I told him, "wait there". 
I went on and got him and brought him to the house. 
DP: Did he know where he was ... or ... what he was doing? 
CG: I really can't say (yeah). We didn't have no trouble 
getting him back to the house. I said, "come on, let's go to the 
house". Well , after that he wanted to walk, and I've never let 
him walk by hisself. And my sister was up here. And we walked 
with him over to the big oak; he liked to see those big 
towers. 
You see, he used to work on them fer a year or two, 
He was ... I think he was about in his 20's, 
when he was 
younger. then. and 
worked on them, and his brother worked on 'em, 
went to Carbide or got l aid off or somethin'. 
till he quit and 
And he retired 
from Carbide. And uh ... he got ... we went around there and he 
wanted to go further, and I said, "no , you can go around to the 
next bank, and you can look and see a ll of them towers up 
through yonder, way through yonder you can see towers for miles 
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and miles. (yeah) And, well, he wanted to go further, and I 
said, "no, honey, you can't go no further". Well, I wouldn't let 
him go no further. 
before we got 
back to the house. 
Well, that trip he got tired on us 
We had to stop and let him rest. So from 
then on, I would never let him walk that far (mmm-hmm) unless he 
slipped off. He ... he slipped off one day here then and he went 
down to Sharon's and Sharon called and told me, said, "Mr. 
Priestly's down here", said, "I'm gonna try to get him in the 
house" ' . Well, back then they' youngins' took off runnin' 
just as hard as they could; they didn't hesitate; (yeah) they took 
give me time to take off. But I got down there, and Karen 
brought him back home, that's one of her neighbors, she brought 
him back home. And he thought, he'd went down to his sister's 
old homeplace, 
was his sister. 
cause they bought it. And he thought that Sharon 
DP: Okay, so you've had to ... you had to watch him ... 
CG: I had to watch him about 3 years before he got bedfast. 
DP: Okay. And then he just got really sick and the doctor 
CG: 
thinks it's a viral ... 
Well, he struck down to the bedroom door, right there; we 
had a big bed up in there (yeah) and he said, "come here, real 
quick". And I was sittin' over the couch, was sittin' there. We 
didn't have all these chairs in here, and I was sittin' there, 
and he said, "come here real quick". And I got up and run to 
And he said, "let me lay him, and I said, "What do you want"? 
down". I first thought well, I'll take him and lay him on the 
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couch, he said, no, don't you do it. So I took him back to the 
bed, and I put him to bed, and he wasn't out of the bed another 
time. I couldn't get him out of the bed the next morning I had to 
him over in to the chair. (mmmh) 






Honey he hasn't been ou t of the bed since, 
get him up and put him in the chair. 
only just as you 
Okay, so ... [pause]. Ever since he's been in the bed, you've 
been taking care of him, by yourself. 
Yep. Ever since he's in the bed. And he's spent night and 
day 
And that's been about 4 and 1/2 years (mmm-hmm), and then 
about a year and a half ago, you had ... . you had to get a trach 
put in and stomach tube put in (mmm-hmm), 
taking care of all of that since then. 
and you've been 
Now, you have when 
we ... okay, we look at the help you have. You have ... you only get 
SSI money, which is about $500 a month, that's all you get. 
(that's all) Plus Medicare will pay for his medical ... they don't 
pay for all of his medical expenses, do they? 
CG: I don't think they will now; they're cuttin' back on a lot 
of his medicine. I'm gonna have to start payin' for it . 
DP: Okay, but some they u sed ... used to pay for all, 
things are changing. 
CG: They're cuttin' back. 
DP: You have ... your son doesn't help. 
CG: No, no, no. 
but now 
DP: But you have a daughter, ex-daughter-in-law that comes and 
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helps you, washes for you, and she brings you food to you 
(yeah), and uh, if you need, she'll watch him while you'll go to 
the doctor, and she goes to the grocery for you (yeah) and things 
like that. You have a nurse, that comes in and changes his 
catheter (unh-huh) and does she help with his sore on his heel? 
CG: She does sometimes. 
DP: Or Leslie maybe, the aide, does that, or you? 
CG: Well, I usually dress it now, because uh, they dressed it 
while it was so bad, I mean, and when I brought him home a year 
and a half ago. It was hard to find, and both heels were sore. 
And everytime I take him to the hospital ... (he got those in the 
hospital?) yeah, and every time I take him to the hospital, 
they'll lay that there foley, big old part of the catheter up 
across down through his leg and it blisters his legs up here and 
up there. It was awful. The doctor says, "we 11 , I see it ... I 
see he's got a .. he's got a sore here. I said not a thing, only 
where they laid that uh, catheter, I call it a hose, I said the 
catheter hose up through there. 




and that's about all she does then, doesn't she? She might have 
to work with his stomach, we'll have to wait and see. 
Well, she ... she listens to his lungs and things like tha t (okay, 
things like that and let's you know) ... checks him ... 




as long as Leslie's comin' ah, ever ... like she is. 
come .ever two weeks, cause she's ... they're cuttin' back 
they won't let 'em change it, only ever two weeks. They 
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DP: 
won't pay for it. But like she said, they're gonna have to be 
ah, a lot of emergency calls and they're gonna have to a going 
for some of them the way they are (yeah), they have to change 'em 
ever two or three days. 
do. So, ... 
They stop up so bad with them changin' ' 
So, about it ... once a month is all she changes that 
catheter, but because you have (that's right) an aide, the nurse 
comes twice a week .. month ... 
CG: She'll come every two weeks. 
DP: Okay. Okay, so you got an aide, Leslie, and she gives him a 
bath every day (mmm-hmm), but you still ... well you're up and 
down suctioning him all day long and night. You still do 
his ... you clean his trach, do all of his trach care, you clean 
around his stomach, too, and do all of that care, or if he messes 
the bed, you clean that, you do all that stuff. (mmm-hmm) And 
Leslie pretty much comes and bathes him. If you need to wash his 
hair and shave him and stuff, will she do that, or do you do 
that? I shave it. She has shaved .... Leslie has shaved him and 
she's washed his hair. 
DP: But you pretty much do that too? 
CG: And she didn't shave him, I mean she didn't wash his hair 
till I got sick. 
made me sit down. 
that, you know, 
I mean, I took that sick spell. And she just 
I always helped his legs apart and things like 
and helped her hold him on the edge of the 
bed. Helped her get him on the chair. 
herself; there's no way. (mmm-hmm) 
She couldn't possible get 





Mmm-hmm. That's all I get. 
And you like to read and you like to watch t.v .. (mmm-hmm) 
And if there's ... if you have any problems, or anyone you need to 
talk to, you go to your ex-daughter-in-law. (mmm-hmm) She's 
someone you can help with ... or you can talk to. Uh ... as far as 
wanting any changes, I was gonna say money, with ... I guess maybe 
the best change is giving you a rest. There's some way something 
could be worked out to where you could have some rest, taking him 
to a nursing home for a couple of weeks or things like that. 
CG: Well, honey, they'd stop his check like a ... so quick, and I 
don't know whether he'd be able to ever get it back. 
DP: I was ... yeah, I was wondering about that. I was gonna ... 
CG: They'd cut his SSI check off ... 
DP: But they'd give it to the nursing home, wouldn't they? 
CG: Yeah, they'd give it to the nursing home and he may never 
DP: 
CG: 
get it back. I probably might even have to sell the place to 
even .... pay the nursing home. (yeah) I know a man, his ... his 
and he has niece is paying ... she's paying for his care in there, 
uh, he's been in the service and he has good uh, stuff, and his 
niece is buying his home and paying the nursing home. 
I know ... uh, yeah. Sometimes you gotta do that. Okay, so, Yeah, 
okay, if ... if it could be worked out money-wise, they wouldn't 
take his money and stuff like that, 
You could use a couple of weeks ... 
then you could use a break. 
Yeah, I could use a break but uh, they would .... they would 
completely stop his check (yeah) and if I'd bring him back home, 
I'd be ... I'd be in a bad place uh, .... 
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DP: What about someone coming here and staying with him two 




Now, I wouldn't trust no ... it'd have to be somebody that's 
know how to suction his trach, somebody like that, because you 
just couldn't turn anybody lose 
Would you have someplace to go? 
Oh, I could go down to my niece's and nephews. I c o uld even 
take him down there with me, 
(Do they live around here?) 
and she'd take care of both of us. 
Well, no, she lives down on Little Lau 
from Branchland. S he took care of my sister and she just wore 
out from that and she's had a biopsy on her nose and I just told 
her no. If it'd come down to it, I would and rest, but it's just 
gonna have to c ome down to it. 
DP: You'd have to take him over in an ambulance (yeah) and take 




Well, I don't know about the bed. 
hospital bed right there. 
I think she's got Mabel's 
Okay, I was trying to think if there was anything else. Uh, 
can you think of anything that I've forgotten or .... or 
... but you feel basically with the aide coming and the nurse 
but 
coming and your ex-daughter-inlaw that you're getting the help that 
you need to get. 
you out. 
It's just wearing you down. It' s just tiring 
Yeah, it's a tirin' me out. You take 4 1/2 years, nothing 
but studying before this, it was nerve wracking with that. 
(mmm-hmm, with him wandering around). If I see he 
get up? I'd have to make him quit all through the night. 
DP: Okay .... 
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CG: See, I tell you what they done. They messed up April's check and 
sent it over in 3rd class mail, went up to Charleston and laid 
for over a week in the 3rd mail class bag. Well, we finally got 
it, and they sent another one, and we sent it back to the 
treasury department; I don't know where we were supposed to send 
it to. Well, then, they sent another one, supposed to have been 
for April. Well, we sent it back to the same place. Well, then 
I got a letter that's .... that they was cuttin' hi s check off. 
(because they probably didn't get those two checks back or .. . ) 
No, I sent 'em back to the treasury and .. . and I sent 'em back, 
WHen I done cashed the other one so I sent May's check. I got ano 
in-law called and s he said they said they'd put it back in the 
computer, said we wouldn't get no check for August at 'tall. And 
they put it back in the computer, and said he'd get one. 
got a letter saying yesterday he'd get a check for May, 
Well, I 
me and 
him both got one. It comes in my name, for Zack Priestly, cause I 
have to take care of it. And then ... so he got one addressed to 
him too, and he'll get another check now for May. I'm gonna have 
to call Social Security office and find out what I'm gonna 
have to do with it. 
DP: They're just sending you checks all the time, aren't they? 
CG: Yeah, but I can't u se 'em ... (yeah, yeah) if you use 'em, 
you're in trouble, and if you don't send 'em back, you're 
trouble, so either way you're in trouble. 
DP: It sounds like they got things all mes sed up. 
CG: They woman said that they'd had things mes s ed up for the 
in 
last three months; that they'd had nothing but a headache because 
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they took the checks in the 3rd mail class bag and went up to 
Charleston all the SSI checks, except just a few and laid up 
there for over a week . 
DP: What about food stamps, do you get food stamps? 
CG: Just a very few food stamps. 
DP: What about who pays for your doctor bills? Does the state 
pay for that? 
CG: I'm on the same ... I'm on his medical card. 
DP: Okay. 
CG: But if I take him to a nursing home, that may stop. 
And I'm not old enough to get SSI, 
till I get 65. 
what he gets. 
(yeah) 
I can't get it 
DP: What if um . .. . what if they said that you could take him to 
the nursing home and they'd take care of it and you'd get a 
check, do you think you would? 
CG: We 11, I might for maybe a week or two, but I don't 
know ... but like I told you, they'd cut the check completely off 
and then I wouldn't have nothing, I have to bring him back home; 
I'd be hurtin'. (yeah, yeah, you probably would be) 
probably when I brought him back from the nursing home, 
And 
he'd 
probably be covered in bed sores. Cause there's one nursing home 
that I know of, there's a lady works there that I know, they won't 
you change the poopy off them, they're wet or if they've messed 
on theirself, they'd tell you when to do it. 
there, if they lay all day, in that mes s. 
DP: Oh ... I bet they have sores all over them. 
They lay right 
CG: I don't want him in that shape. Like I told that fellow the delive 
delivered his diapers. He said, "boy you've had a long 
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sittin'; if a n y other woman wou l d doine been gone. I said , 
well, as long as I can stay on my feet, I'm go n na take care of h 
leave him, but I'll never walk off and leave him. He said, now lis 
that's out of your control. [ l aug hter] My brother-in-law he 
just u h .. he ... with my sister, he held her in his arms on 
Thursday, with fo u r seizures. Right in his arms, he took her 
up in the bed, and held her up in his arms for four 
seizures. On Saturday morning I went up and he couldn't and uh, s 
uh, she said I just 
felt so bad and he said I just can't hardly go. I'm 
achin ' ... hurt in' all over. So he always laid down of the day and 
slept a [inaudible] ... and got back up. Well, she said , Carl, why 
don't you go l ay down and rest? He went and l aid down and he 
never• did get up. She was ... she [inaudible]. She went over to 
the house an d she told Pau 1, she just had to walk out of the 
house and run over there. She said you better come with me to 
check on Carl, so he's been there an awful long time and he ain't 
got up yet and come on over there. He walked in there and his 
daddy was gone. He was dead. (oh, my goodness) 
DP: Do they know why? Do they know what happened? 
CG: We l l, I don't know, unless it was a heart attack. 
DP: Yeah, taking care of his wife and then he dies first. 
CG: He was about uh a year and a half younger than she was. 
DP: So did they have to put her in a nursing home or what? 
Mmmh. 
CG: No, no, they never put her in no nursing home. (they took 
care of her ... ·the nieces and nephews took care of her?) Paul and 
Junior. Paul and Phil's takin ' care of him ... takin' care of her 
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as long as she lives. · 
DP: How long did she live after he died? 
CG: She lived over a year. 
DP: Oh, goodness. Well, I can't think of anything more. 
Questions or anything. I do really appreciate you letting me 
come in and .... asking you these things. 
CG: Well, Just like I told you. I want all this stuff about my 
check and stuff to be confidential. 
DP: Oh, definetely is confidential. 
CG: Because honey, I wouldn't want to lose it, cause I couldn't 
live without it, cause it takes every bit of it now the way it 
is. I have to use so many tissues and I have to buy all those 
things you see sittin' right yonder. 
cost me about $9 a box. 
And they're about ... they 
DP: Those dressings? You buy those? 
CG: I have to buy those, honey. 
DP: Medicare won't pay for that. 
CG: Mmmh. They only pay for what comes in the trach kit. 
DP: What about the peroxide and stuff . .. 
CG: They furnish the sa l ine and they furnish two bottles of 
perox ide. Two bottles of peroxide will not run, will not run, 
clean his trach no month. I have to buy other peroxide. 
DP: And like you say, with the catheters, those don't last a 
month, so you've got to sterilize ... boil and sterilize those and 
use those again. 
CG: Wel 1, they tried to send me those old red rubber ones and 
sent me some once, and they even charged me for the red rubber 
gloves that was in with the catheters. And the catheters was so 
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little, that there was no way, and they was plastic. I called 
them and I to 7 d 'em, and the ... the uh, Linda does the chore 
service and I 
called the lady, I didn't call her, she was here that day, and I 
read her the bill and I said, I want you, look here, they charged 
me for two boxes of gloves, 200 gloves, and I said, they only 
sent me 100 gloves, a box of 100. I said, then, they charged me 
I guess for the gloves that come with suction catheters. I ' 11 
betcha. she said, I betcha she called the lady at Charleston and 
she turned her in. 
DP: Yeah, somebody's made a mistake or something. You shouldn't 
be charged for those. 
gloves. 
You should have gotten two boxes of 100 
CG: Well, they've been a sendin' me two boxes, but they've been 
just havin' 50 in 'em, and they're just ... they're not ... they're 
not completely ah, they'res two gloves in one package. That's 50 
gloves uh, they ... they's a hundred pair of all of them. But they 
just send me that and I have to buy a lot of extry gloves and 
they're about $7 or $8 a 50. (mmmh) They're $8 for 50, go and 
buy 50 plus what they furnish. I have to go out and buy about 
uh, 300 to 400 besides that. That I have to use to suction his 
trach with. 
DP: Yeah, I was gonna say, because you suction his trach about 5 
times this morning already. 
CG: I've suctioned it more than that. And do you know that they 
wanted me to take one catheter and suction his throat all day 
with it, roll it up in a glove, that's what uh ... that's what 
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Foster's Medical wanted me to do. And I said I wi 11 not do no 
such stuff. And I said the doctor won't hear of it, either. 
Wel 1, as long as it's been, he can do it, 
And I said, 
he said. And I said 
you can't do no such stuff. I can't suction his 
trach with them old plastic things, I said, they irritate his 
throat. And here they had charged me for red rubber suction 
catheters and sent me them old plastic things. 
package of 'em in here and showed 'em to Leslie. 
thought they done a lot of people that way. 
DP: Is that the ... is that the social worker that, 
need to tell the right one to get it checked out. 
I brought a 
She said she 
yeah. You 
We 11 , 1 i ke I 
said, this will be kept confidential. I mean, this ..... 
[end of Interview C - end of tape] 
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